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compared with that of our Rockefellers  or   Roth-
schilds, but for China it was unusually great.   There
is no probate in the Far East, nor any public regis-
tration of wills; on the other hand, there is no such
elusive anonymity of wealth as exists in income-taxed
Europe.   Your rich Chinese invests a large part of
his savings in retail businesses of various kinds (such
as banking and pawnbroking, opium, salt, and grain),
where capital commands usurious rates of interest;
his affairs thus become common property, and the
fame of his riches increases with the sphere of his
operations and the extent of his rapacity.   Another
portion of his money he invests in portable form (gold
bars and jewels and furs and jade), because visions
of sudden tumults and swift flights, of rebellion and
the sacking of cities, are ever present in the people's
race memory and an abiding cause of fear.   Thus,
when Li's star appeared to have set, at the end
of 1894, it was common gossip that his portable
wealth, in charge of one of his sons, was secretly sent
south to the ancestral home in Anhui—a shipload of
trunks, crates, boxes, and bags;   just as Tzu Hsi
brought back to Peking a whole train-load of valuables
after her sojourn in the wilderness in 1901.
Li's avarice certainly grew upon him with the in-
crease of his riches.    In the Taiping days of his
association with the " Ever-victorious Army " there
were already many indications of that which became
his ruling passion:   the most conspicuous feature
of his relations with Gordon and the other leaders
of that army was his perpetual unwillingness to part
with the funds required for the payment and feeding
UP the troops.   He made no secret of the fact that he
preferred the Imperial army to live by plundering

